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REMOTE ABORIGINAL COMMUNITIES — FEDERAL FUNDING 
29. Ms M.M. QUIRK to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs: 
I refer to the egregious comments by the federal Minister for Indigenous Affairs, Nigel Scullion, when he said that 
Western Australia has one of the “most racist possible policy processes” that he could remember, and accused the 
state government of doing nothing in the area of remote housing. Can the minister outline to the house the level of 
the McGowan Labor government’s commitment to remote housing, and can he advise the house what support he 
has received on this issue from the opposition? 
Mr B.S. WYATT replied: 
I thank the member for Girrawheen for the question. Yesterday, the Minister for Housing raised the ongoing 
frustration that this government has had with one of the most senior National Party ministers, Senator Nigel Scullion, 
in respect of his not wanting to—in fact, refusal to—renew the national partnership around remote housing. In the 
last 12 hours, there has not been—unless the Minister for Housing can correct me—one piece of correspondence 
in respect of this issue, which is one of the more significant issues affecting regional Western Australia at this 
moment. Yesterday in the Senate, Nigel Scullion made this point, as quoted by the member for Girrawheen, in 
referring to the last decade of policy, that Western Australia has one of the “most racist possible policy processes” 
in respect of Aboriginal housing. I am assuming my colleagues in this place, including those from the 
National Party, probably do not agree with Nigel Scullion. I am assuming they do not agree. There is generally 
silence there, but I am assuming they do not agree. This has been an ongoing frustration for the government and 
for people living in regional Western Australia. 
Back in January, Senator Scullion said this, in justification of his desire to walk away from federal support for 
remote Aboriginal housing, and I quote — 

The states and territories have to recognise that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people are citizens 
of their country and not citizens of the commonwealth.  

Several members interjected.  
Mr B.S. WYATT: I thought we resolved this issue in 1967. But according to one of the more senior National Party 
members in this country, apparently not. They are not citizens of the commonwealth; therefore, they do not deserve 
any future support from the federal government. I did note, because I enjoy the National Party’s social media 
account, that late last week, a delegation of senior National Party leaders—Hon Colin Holt; the Leader of the 
National Party; and my good friend the member for Warren–Blackwood—were in Canberra. Their social media is 
headed — 

Because the Labor Government won’t, the Nats are in Canberra today fighting for regional projects 
And it concludes with — 

#bloodnosepolitics 
I am kind of curious about whether, when you arrived there last week, members of the National Party, you raised 
the issue of remote Aboriginal housing? 
Mr D.T. Redman: Yes. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: Did you meet with Nigel Scullion? 
Mr D.T. Redman: No. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: Who did you meet with? 
Ms M.J. Davies: Barnaby Joyce. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: Oh! 
Several members interjected.  
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr B.S. WYATT: I had a sneaking suspicion that when you rolled up late last week, his diary opened right up!  
I want to make this point about #bloodnosepolitics: I have not heard a dot from the National Party, despite its 
rhetoric out the front, and from that mob there, the Liberal Party—not one word—about perhaps one of the most 
significant issues facing regional WA—the future of the commonwealth investment in remote Aboriginal housing. 
I say this to this sectarian, nasty little party, the National Party: they are not even committed to all of regional WA. 
I will quote the Kalgoorlie Miner from Monday. This is what it states — 
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Nationals Member for Warren–Blackwood Terry Redman and Liberal member for Vasse Libby Mettam 
… accused the Government of favouring … regional seats of Albany, Bunbury and Collie …  

Ms L. Mettam: True. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: What I do not understand is some regional seats deserve government investment, and some do 
not. The opposition is either for regional WA or it is not. This is the problem when we have a political party divided 
on sectarian grounds—that is, we like these regional seats but not those regional seats. That is why the member 
for Vasse, that is why members of the National Party and that is why members of the Liberal Party have not uttered 
a word about the future of remote Aboriginal housing from the commonwealth government. The Leader of the 
National Party might have met with Barnaby Joyce, but I ask that she gets on the phone to the third most senior 
National Party figure in this country, the man responsible for the delivery of this national partnership, and asks 
him to get in touch with the Minister for Housing and commit to this ongoing investment, which is perhaps the 
most significant issue facing regional Western Australia at this time.  
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